Dear AFFS,

Thank you for your email. Please correspond with me at this address going forward. I would be very grateful if you could publish my response in full, below.

********************************************************
In this election, I am the only left-wing candidate. I am also the only candidate with a record of fighting against restrictions on the right to protest. I've stood on picket lines with staff fighting for fair pay and conditions, and shoulder to shoulder with student protestors fighting fee increases. I've been kettled, had our rallies slapped with Public Order Act restrictions, and been to the police station to support activists doing nothing more than exercising their democratic rights.

A university I lead would 100% support the right to protest. It would not have dismantled peaceful encampments, or evicted student occupations, or called the police on peaceful demonstrations. The contest of ideas is at the heart of what a university should be about.

But freedom of speech does not mean freedom from criticism. I am proud to support student activists protesting against racists like Hitler apologist David Irving and former BNP leader Nick Griffin. Chancellor or not, I'll still be on the picket line.

********************************************************

If you have any further questions, please don't hesitate to ask me or call me to arrange a time to speak on +44 **** *** ***

Best wishes,
Harry.

