My dear Members of the Alumni for Free Speech,
Greetings!
Thank you for your enquiry about my approach to Free Speech, following my declaration as a candidate for the privilege of serving as Chancellor of Oxford University.
I will answer your range of questions succinctly because I believe that by adapting an old adage, with appropriate alterations, it will answer everything: 
“When the Bishop was asked what he thought about ‘sin’, he replied with simple conviction that he was against it. 
When I am asked what I think about ‘free speech’, after nearly 46 years of service, as a soldier, defending it with my life (in the spirit of Voltaire), I can reply with equal conviction, I am for it.”
And, to your last question, “Will you actively advocate for and support free speech protection and academic freedom, within the limits of the role of Chancellor of Oxford University?”, the answer is a robust “yes”. 
I hope this helps and, whilst I could list many occasions when, on military operations (particularly peace keeping), I have placed my life and that of our brave soldiers on the line, in order to ensure freedoms of expression can flourish, I sense your members will understand that this underscores the commitment they seek. Also, I have not chosen to pursue politics, as both a soldier and also in order to operate freely as a journalist.
Thank you for asking me; for your interest and for tracking me down, in this case through my gallant friend, General Sir Alistair Irwin.
With very best wishes to you all and my apologies for being slightly behind the curve. 
DOMINUS ILLUMINATIO MEA
I remain, 
Yours very sincerely,

Alastair Bruce

